
Extra Credit Week 3 – 2  

GENDER AND INTERACTIONS WITH PEERS: AN 
OBSERVATIONAL PROJECT 

 
Purpose: This exercise requires you to examine gender differences and 
similarities in children's play patterns and interactions with their peers. 
 
Instructions: Spend about an hour observing preschool or elementary-school aged 
children at play. Try to find a setting where children are interacting with minimal 
adult supervision. An organized soccer game, for example, would not be appropriate 
for this project. Rather than code individual behaviors, try to get a sense of the 
boys' and girls' interactions. Summarize your observation by responding to the 
questions below. 
 
1. Briefly describe the setting. What are the approximate ages of the children? Is 

the group culturally diverse or homogeneous in terms of race or ethnicity? Are 
the children paying in all-male, all-female, or mixed gender groups? 

2. How physically active are the boys? The girls? Are any children engaging in 
rough-and-tumble play? Which ones? Are any children engaging in cooperative 
play? Which ones? 



 
3. What sorts of activities are the children engaged in? Do you observe gender 

differences or similarities? 

4. Comment on the degree of gender segregation you observe. 

 
5. If you observe any disputes, how do the children settle them? Do you observe any 

differences between the girls and the boys? 

 


