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A Study of 1,637 DVR Counselees’

Summary

Data on a sample of 1,637 DVR counselees, rehabilitated during the
period 1953-1957, were analyzed with the following major findings:

1. The total sample as a whole was young (median age at acceptance:
21 years) and was composed of persons with little work experience. Only
a fourth of the total sample had substantial work experience prior to re-
habilitation.

2. In terms of disability classification, the largest groups were ortho-
pedic (27%), mental retardation (12%), tuberculosis (12%), and deaf
and hard of hearing (10%). More than half of the counselees were dis-
abled before age'14.

3. A wide range of variation was found for disability groups on char-
acteristics such as age at disablement, age at acceptance, proportion of the
sexes and employment history.

4. More than a third of the total rehabilitated sample did not receive
any training. Another third went to a business college, or a college or
university. One fifth were trained in a public vocational or private trade
school.

5. Half of the counselees obtained jobs in the professional & managerial
and clerical & sales fields. Median weekly wage earned by the whole group
was $51.

6. Half of the counselees did not receive help in finding their jobs.

7. There was variation in jobs obtained at closure among counselees
receiving the same type of training. Only 60% of university-trained coun-
selees obtained jobs in professional fields. Less than half of the counselees
trained in vocational schools obtained skilled and semi-skilled jobs.

8. Minneapolis counselees differed from St. Paul counselees in age,
sex, marital status, number of dependents, education, disability, and job
at closure. This finding underscores the need for caution in generalizing
from data on counselees from one urban area to counselees in adjoining
urban areas even within the same labor market.

* This study was supported, in part, by a research Special Project grant from the Office of
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9. Age, education; and employment history at acceptance were impor-
tant factors in determining the type of training program received by a
counselee. These findings may reflect counselor practice in determining
eligibility for vocational rehabilitation, and/or stereotypy in counseling
procedures.

10. Economic responsibility (as reflected by number of dependents)
was more important than age at acceptance or type of training received
in determining the length of a counselee’s rehabilitation period. Coun-
selees with dependents had shorter periods of rehabilitation than counselees
without dependents.

11. Disability groups varied greatly in the length of time spent in re-
habilitation. Counselees with congenital disabilities spent the most time
in rehabilitation. Counselees with lower extremity amputations spent the
least time in rehabilitation.

12. Nature of the disability was related to job at closure, weekly wages
earned, and how jobs were obtained. These findings suggest the possibility
of developing a measure of the handicapping severity of a disability. Such
a measure would reflect the relative ease or difficulty of rehabilitating a
particular disability group in comparison with other disability groups.








